Emails re Lambeth Conference

For Sunday 29th June - St Peter’s Day

In today’s collect we pray:

Almighty God,

who inspired your apostle Saint Peter

to confess Jesus as Christ and Son of the living God:

build up your Church upon this rock,

that in unity and peace it may proclaim one truth

and follow one Lord, your Son our Saviour Christ,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

May the conference build up the Church, promote peace and unity, and help us all to follow our Lord together.

Pray for Archbishop Rowan, whose vision has inspired the making of the programme.

Pray for everyone involved in the preparations for the conference.

Imagine the scale of organisation that is required to make everything run smoothly and give thanks for all whose gifts are being used in a variety of ways.

Pray for the preparations for the welcome to the Church of North India bishops who are coming to Derbyshire before the conference.   May they be encouraged by the fellowship we share.

For Sunday 6th July
In today’s collect we pray:

God of all power and might,

the author and giver of all good things:

graft in our hearts the love of your name,

increase in us true religion,

nourish us with all goodness,

and of your great mercy keep us in the same;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

May the conference increase the love of the participants and nourish them for the great work they undertake.
Pray for those who are to speak at the conference.

Pray for our Bishops, Alastair and Humphrey.

Pray for those who are packing their bags to come to a strange place.

May everyone be kept from anxiety so that they can enter into the conference with freedom and joy.

Pray for the bishops who are coming to Derbyshire on Thursday and for those who have offered hospitality to them.

Pray for the spouses of the bishops.

For Sunday 13th July

In today’s post communion prayer we pray:
Strengthen for service, Lord,

the hands that have taken holy things;

may the ears that have heard your word


be deaf to clamour and dispute;

may the tongues which have sung your praise be free from deceit;

may the eyes which have seen the tokens of your love


shine with the light of hope;

and may the bodies which have been fed with your body


be refreshed with the fullness of your life;

glory to you for ever.

May the conference be a gathering where everyone is open to each other in honesty and love.   May discussion be a deep sharing which leads to understanding and growing in grace.
Pray for the gathering at Carsington Water this afternoon for Songs of Praise; for fair weather and inspiring worship.

Pray for the conference in Wirksworth on Tuesday, thinking about Mission and Ministry here and in North India.

Pray for the bishops as they come together in Canterbury, find their way around, meet old friends, and make new ones.   Remember those who are coming to the conference for the first time.

Pray that the retreat on Thursday, Friday and Saturday will set the tone for a conference where everyone listens to God. 

For Sunday 20th July
In today’s collect we pray:
Almighty God,

who sent your Holy Spirit

to be the life and light of your Church:

open our hearts to the riches of your grace,

that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit

in love and joy and peace;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

May the bishops, refreshed by the retreat, and entering into inspiring worship in Canterbury Cathedral today, find the fruit of the Spirit growing in them.
Pray that the Bible study groups may be places where all can share the issues they face in their dioceses in a totally supportive fellowship.

Pray for the spouses’ conference, giving the opportunity for those who support bishops to discover more of their unique individuality.

Pray for the day in London on Thursday, and especially the walk to demonstrate the Anglican Communion’s determination to help bring an end to the extreme poverty across the globe.

Pray for those who have chosen not to come to the conference.

Pray for those with whom Bishops Alastair and Humphrey are sharing in Bible Study Groups each morning.   [Do we get to know who they are?]
For Sunday 27th July
In today’s collect we pray:
Let your merciful ears, O Lord,

be open to the prayers of your humble servants:

and that they may obtain their petitions

make them to ask such things as shall please you;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

May the bishops, who have spent ten days growing closer to each other in a deepening fellowship of prayer, come to the discussions about our common life with love and understanding and a desire to discern what is pleasing to God.
Pray for Christians in Canterbury, who are helping the bishops to experience a different kind of fellowship and hospitality today.

Pray that God’s Spirit will do more than anyone expects.

For Sunday 3rd August
In today’s collect we pray:
O God, you declare your almighty power

most chiefly in showing mercy and pity:

mercifully grant to us such a measure of your grace,

that we, running the way of your commandments,

may receive your gracious promises,

and be made partakers of your heavenly treasurer:

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

May the bishops who have been given a great measure of God’s grace, return to their dioceses with new insights and vision.
Pray with the bishops as they come to the moment of saying goodbye to those with whom they have shared so much.

Pray for the dioceses all over the world preparing to receive their bishops - or perhaps hardly aware that they have been away!

Pray for our readiness to receive what our bishops bring from the conference.

For Sunday 10th August

In today’s collect we pray:

Almighty and everlasting God,

you are always more ready to hear than we to pray

and to give more than either we desire or deserve:  

pour down upon us the abundance of your mercy,

forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid

and giving us those good things which we are not worthy to ask

but through the merits and mediation

of Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

May God continue to give the bishops his good gifts as he did at the conference.
Pray for the process of “re-entry” into the normal routines of life.

This needs writing after the event!

And much of the above may need altering as the conference develops; it is written with a great degree of optimism - but isn’t that why we pray?






